
 

 

 

You can print out this pamphlet and 
bring it along to all your interviews to 
be sure you get all your questions 
answered. 

 
Family Child Care I plan to visit 

____________________________ 
Date & time of the Interview            

____________________________ 
Location 

_____________________________ 
Providers name 

_____________________________
State License Number 

_____________________________ 

Please be respectful of providerÕs time. 
Be on time for the interview, if you cannot 
make it, call and let the provider know or 
reschedule. 
  Thank you 

Provided for you by 
Sandy Land 

Child care  & Preschool 
 

Proud to be a licensed                   
Small Family Child Care home 

State License Number 
270767404 

Located in South Salinas 
 

(831) 422-1452 
 

Visit our Web site at: 
http://www.sandyland.net 

 
E MAIL Sandy at: 

sandy@sandyland.net 
 

 

Choosing Childcare  
 

WHAT THE LICENSING AGENCY DOES  
¥Visits each FCC home before issuing a license. 
•Does criminal background checks  
   and child abuse index checks on all adults in the home. 
•Requires tuberculosis (TB) tests of providers. 
•Investigates complaints. 
•Makes unannounced visits to the FCC home. 
•Denies applications and revokes licenses when needed. 

WHAT SHOULD PARENTS DO? 
• Ask to see the FCC home license. Homes caring for 
children from more than one family must be licensed. 
• Check the condition of the FCC home frequently. 
Parents have the legal right to “drop in” at any time care is 
being provided. 
• Know your rights as a parent by reading and keeping the 
Notification of Parents’ Rights form. 
• Watch how your child acts in the home.  
•Listen to what your child tells you about the care received 
in the home. 
• Talk with the provider about any problems. Inform the 
provider of anything in the home, which could hurt your 
child. 
• Call the licensing agency if the provider fails to fix a 
hazard or if you believe your child has been harmed while 
in the provider’s care.  
• Ask to see the licensing reports on file in the home. 
• Call the licensing office and ask about your provider’s 
licensing file. 
• Make sure the Parent’s Rights Poster is displayed in the 
home. 
• Ask if there are any adults in the home that have a 
criminal background. 

HOW TO FILE A COMPLAINT  
If you think a FCC provider is breaking the licensing laws, 

you may file a complaint with the local licensing office. 
Community Care Licensing  (408) 277-1467 

OR If it is an emergency 9-1-1 
 

You can also go to the Department of Social Services, 
Community Care Licensing Division’s website at 

www.ccld.ca.gov 
 

WHEN YOU REPORT SUSPECTED VIOLATIONS 
YOU NOT ONLY PROTECT YOUR CHILD 
YOU ALSO PROTECT ALL CHILDREN. 

Family Child Care is provided in the home of a licensed 
provider. Family Child Care homes provide a home like 
setting. Making sure that licensed Family Child Care 
homes are providing safe care is the job of the licensing 
agency, the parents, and the provider. 
 
Large care is for up to 14 children, with an adult assistant.  
* At least two of the children are at least 6 years old.  
* No more than three infants are cared for during any time   
  when more than 12 children are being cared for. 
Small care may provide care for up to 8 children.  
No assistant is required in the small setting. 
* At least two of the children are at least 6 years old. 
* No more than two infants are cared for during any time  
  when more than six children are cared for. 
 

For Both 
* Providers own children count in this ration. 

* An infant is any child under age 2 years old. 

YOUR 
FAMILY 

CHILD CARE 
OPTIONS 
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Child Care Check list  
 

ENVIORNMENT  
Yes[ ] No[ ] The atmosphere feels Warm and inviting  
Yes[ ] No[ ] The Provider is patient, loving and responsive  
Yes[ ] No[ ] Overall the environment is pleasant  
Yes[ ] No[ ] Provider acknowledged my child  
Yes[ ] No[ ] This is a Large Family Child Care (8 Children)  
Yes[ ] No[ ] This is a Small Family Child Care (14 Children)   
Yes[ ] No[ ] In care are no more children than license capacity  
Yes[ ] No[ ] Home has good climate control  
Yes[ ] No[ ] This is a smoke free environment  
Yes[ ] No[ ] There are enough toys and games for all children  
Yes[ ] No[ ]] There is enough room indoors for children in care  
Yes[ ] No[ ] There is enough room outdoors for children in care 
Yes[ ] No[ ] Child size furniture in the home for comfort  
Ages of the other children in care _______________________ 

SAFTEY 
Yes[ ] No[ ] Adult supervision is provided at all times   
Yes[ ] No[ ] Hand washing techniques followed by caregivers  
Yes[ ] No[ ] Dangerous cleaning products are locked up  
Yes[ ] No[ ] Current licenses and permits are posted   
Yes[ ] No[ ] Smoke detectors is in working order  
Yes[ ] No[ ] Fire extinguisher has current tags   
Yes[ ] No[ ] There are no guns or drugs in home  
Yes[ ] No[ ] All adults have been cleared for license  
Yes[ ] No[ ] Caregivers are First Aid and CPR certified  
Yes[ ] No[ ] It is easy to access emergency information on children  
Yes[ ] No[ ] Arrival / departure times are documented  
Yes[ ] No[ ] Providers have had DPT Immunizations  
Yes[ ] No[ ] Entrances are locked prevent unauthorized access  
Yes[ ] No[ ] Facility has an alarm for safety  
Yes[ ] No[ ] There is no corporal punishment, yelling allowed  
Yes[ ] No[ ] Baby gates block stairs in home  
Yes[ ] No[ ] There is no use of baby walkers or bouncers  

FAMILY COMMUNICATION  
Yes[ ] No[ ] Emergency disaster plans are posted & provided  
Yes[ ] No[ ] Emergency evacuation plans are posted & provided  
Yes[ ] No[ ] On-going event notices are provided to parents  
Yes[ ] No[ ] There is regular verbal and written communication  
Yes[ ] No[ ] The provider available to talk during business hours   
Yes[ ] No[ ] Web page maintained for current information  
Yes[ ] No[ ] Pictures of children during daily activities are available  
Yes[ ] No[ ] Email option is available to parents from child care  
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LEARNING ENVORNMENT 
Yes[ ] No[ ] Provider understands child development  
Yes[ ] No[ ] Age-appropriate learning materials are provided  
Yes[ ] No[ ] Variety of craft supplies available  
Yes[ ] No[ ] Children’s art hangs in environment  
Yes[ ] No[ ] Environment provides fun place for learning  
Yes[ ] No[ ] One main dedicated caregiver for children  
Yes[ ] No[ ] Skill development with group activities daily   
Yes[ ] No[ ] Provider follows age-appropriate practices  
Yes[ ] No[ ] This child care prepares students for Kindergarten  
Yes[ ] No[ ] Daily outdoor play (weather permitting)  
Yes[ ] No[ ] Small class sizes for plenty of individual attention  
Yes[ ] No[ ] Advanced curriculum planning in place   
Yes[ ] No[ ] Quiet area  
Yes[ ] No[ ] Dramatic / Dress up play area  
Yes[ ] No[ ] Problem solving toys  
Yes[ ] No[ ] Creative play toys  
Yes[ ] No[ ] Construction, such as blocks & Lego’s  
Yes[ ] No[ ] Reading areas with books for children   
Yes[ ] No[ ] Sensory experiences such as sand & water  
Yes[ ] No[ ] Music area  
Yes[ ] No[ ] Television time is limited and educational  

FACILITY 
Yes[ ] No[ ] Separate diaper-changing areas   
Yes[ ] No[ ] Bathrooms with child-sized accommodations  
Yes[ ] No[ ] Play areas in good repair no maintenance needed   
Yes[ ] No[ ] All areas are clean and free of debris  
Yes[ ] No[ ] Food prep areas are clean and in good repair  
Yes[ ] No[ ] Meals served use whole fresh ingredients  
Yes[ ] No[ ] Sick area provided for isolation of ill children  
Yes[ ] No[ ] Will my child be able to be in care if ill 
Yes[ ] No[ ] Napping area is quiet with open door  
Yes[ ] No[ ] Nap beds are provided for children  
Yes[ ] No[ ] Good lighting and ventilation throughout  
Yes[ ] No[ ] Cribs meet or exceed all Federal standards  

ANIMALS  
Yes[ ] No[ ] There are pets in the home   
Yes[ ] No[ ] All pets shots are current and documented  

INPORTANT TO ME:  
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
_____________________________________________ 

One of the most 
important decisions you 
will make as a parent is 
choosing a child care 
provider. You want your 
children to participate in 
programs that encourage 
creative exploration and 
discovery, lessons that 
prepare them for a 
lifetime of learning, and 
above all, you want your 
children to be safe and 
happy. I often hear new 
parents say, “I do not 
know what questions to 
ask, or what to look for”. 
To help you narrow 
down your choices and 
make an informed 
decision, here is a 
checklist for you to use 
as you visit each 
childcare location. Take 
your time and review 
your options carefully. 


